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New York Theatre Diary 


The Ticklish Acrobat-Amato Opera Theatre 3/8/54, Artists Theatre fourth pro- 
duction of year, Robert Hivnor's poetic drama dirvctied by Herbert Machiz. Cast in- 
cludes Patricia Ripley, Jack Cannon, Tiger Andrews end June Hunt...fhe Three Penny 
Spores Theatre De Lys 3/9/64. Carmen Capalbo «r.! Stanley Chase present a new pro- 

ustion of the intimate Kurt Weill musical. Maro Blitzstein has made the English 
adaption of the Bert Brecht book ami lyrics. Lotte Lenya,Soott Merrill,Jo Sullivan 
in cest directed by CapalbosesThe Golden Applo-Phoenix 3/11/54, T. Edward Hambleton 
and Norris Houghton present third production this season. 4 new musical by John La- 
touche and Jerome Moross, Norman Lloyd directed cast headed by Jack Whiting, Pris- 
cilla Gillette, Stephen Douglass,Kaye Ballard, 


Current Theatre Reviews 


The Girl In Pink Tights- Hellinger 3/5/54 .100% rave notices for Jeanmaire--= 
1 lone pro notice for the show, But all of the oritios reoommended that the ticket 
buyer spend his money to see the French miss. Coleman,™Mrror, was only oritic who 
found entire show enjoyable, He rated it as a high-spirited,hamdsome and tuneful 
frolic which packs lots of excitement,plenty of fun, same swell dancing and several 
possible hit tunes into the evening. Other critics thought most elements second 
rate, including book by Jerome Chodorvuv and Joseph Fields, music by Sigmund Rom- 
berg,and lyrics by Leo Robin, All did agree Shepard Traube and Anthony Farrell's 
production was saved by Jeanmaire as dancer,singer and actress. Charles Goldner, 
Brenda Lewis and Alexandre Kalioujny were applauded. Critics were admittedly hard 
put to find proper adjectives to praise the new star. A Gallic edition of Mary 
Martin, commented Atkinson,Times, A remarkably skilled ballerina,a saucy person- 
ality and a rather astonishing singer of songs,summed up Chapman,News, An entrano- 
ing urchin, a diminutive lass with a wicked eye,a shatterin: smile,adorable, report- 
ed Kerr, Herald Tribunee McClain, Journal American, was more reserved. He okayed 
her dancing,but felt that she left something to be desired in the singing department. 
Agnes De Mille's dances were applauded by all of the critics. 


The Burning Glass» Longacre 3/4/54, One mild pro notices and a set of mild cons 
greeted Charles Morgan's drama presented by Theatre Guild and John C Wilson. Times 
reviewer billed it as a provocative play despite a good many inequalities in the 
writing. The author,he felt, has ably portrayed the importance of the scientist's 
formula in the world of politics, Other critics okayed performances by Walter Mat- 
thua, Cedric Hardwicke,Maria Rivia, but panned the writing, The ideals are high, 
the conduct is somewhat embarassing, noted Kerr,Herald Tribune, Less a mélodrama 
than an ethical discussion, stated Chapman, News. Noble,but not exciting, summed 
up Coleman,Mirror. Performance is neither distinguished nor dynamic enough to pro- 
vide the excitment it should, complained Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun. 


a 


Hits Revisited 


Patricia Morison in The King and I is an excéllent choice, though her singing 
is better than her acting, apart Hobe, Variety. Yul Brynner still is superb,.Show 
has lost much of its original performance edge and tempo and needs some polish be-= 
fore road tour starts, trade paper Mugg suggests. 


' Off Broadway ' 


Kew 


Circle in the Square has started 
Vednesday matinees of The Girl on the 
Via FleminiasseThe Carefree Playshop 
plans to present the life of the late 
Maxwell Bodenheim in April...Robinson 
Stone, Helen Alexander,and Sylvia Davis 
have been added to Broadway Chapel 


Players’ The Boy With A Cart. 


Shakespeare Guild Festival Company 
have canceled their production of Twelfth 
Night due to union problems, William 
Thornton has announced that the group 
which plays at Jan Hus House will func- 
tion without the services of professional 
performers becaus e it is "financially 
impossible" to meet demands of the Ass- 
ociation of Theatrical Press Agents and 
Managers. 


Heaven in the Dark, Originals Only 
production of Paul Nord's drama was 
panned by Rice,Post as an evening of 
innumerable disjointed scenes constantly 
overshadowed by a young man's lunaor} 
and his fear of blinéness. Drama editor 
has a feeling cast of One Foot to Sea, 
which played 230 performances at house, 
will soon get an SOS to return, Ad of 
group lists One Foot to Sea as now play- 
ing special Midnight performances. 


The Corn is Green production tour- 
ing on the Equity Community Theatre cir- 
cuit won fine pro notices from Atkinson, 
Times, and Rice,Post, who viewed it at 
DeWitt Clinton High Sohool in the Bronx. 
Emlyn Williams' play is as moving and’ 
heartwarming in 1954 as it was in 1940, 
comments Times critic, Both reviewers 
praised highly work of Mary Finney. While 
Rice applauded Barlan Wilbert as one of 
the most interesting actors he has seen 
in some time, 


Vaudeville 
wom 


200th Palace vavwieville show is 


headed by Joe Termini, Ross and La Pierre, 


Noble Triot, Royal Rockets, Jack Wallace, 
Bob Lenn, Art Bourbon and Simpson's 
Humanettes» 


Theatre Book Comments ' 


"Dramatic Heritage"by Paul Green 
(French) is a fresh compilation of 
essays by the playwright. Author's 
enthusiasm permits him to see the 
amateur stage as a panacea for all 
the woes of show business, notes Down, 
Variety. Reviewer reminds Green that 
much of the vigor of regional theatre 
is dissf{pated by the preference of 
most provincial dramatic groups for 
re-producing Broadway hits. 


"This Music Crept by Me Upon the 
Waters" by Archibald MacLeith (Harvard ) 
was rated as the most important poetic 
drema to appear within the last sew 
eral months by Hewes,Saturday Reviews 
It offers some moments of the writer 
at his lyrical best, though other 
moments are rere chit-chat, 


t Theatre TV Comment ' 


NBC TV ane Goes presented on 
Comedy Hour Feb 28 Ethel Merman, 
Bert Lahr and Frank Sinatra won rave 
notices from NYC TV critics, Gould, 
Times, billed it as a gay and bright 
revival which intelligently pared the 
story and which was content to settle 
primarily for Cole Porter's superb 
scoree Gross,News, hopes other musical 
plays of the pest will be revived on 
TV. Van Horne, World Telegram & Sun, 
also would like to see more of the 
old fashioned musicals on TV, Variety 
reviewer credited much of: the show's 
success to the slick adaption of the 


script by Herb Baker, son of Bello 
Baker. 


Tune WNBC( NYC) Ben Graier 7 30 AM 
day after opening for "CD" quotes. 


' English Flops in NYC ! 


Reasons for the flop of some English 
pleys in NYC listed by Henry Sherek, 

in London Express,includes Equity rules, 
chen ges in scripts,and lack of profes- 
Sionalism amone US producers, 


> 


Green Room Department 


SIMMER PROSPECTS,.eOnly 8 current Broadway shows will be able to survive the hot 
weather, Broadway experts predict, Variety reports. Principal reason for the 
anticipated closing of so many shows is the uncertainty of star availabilities. 
Can,Can, Caine Mutiny, Kismet, Oh Men Oh Women, §th Season, 7 Year Itoh, 


Teahouse of August Moon Solid Gold Cadlo. are selected as good bets of last- 
ing until fall, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS, ,»Something more than talk will come from the newly formed 
Producers League, a group of young producers who are on their way up and 
have fought hard to survive, comments Rice, Postesshy do elderly actresses 
who off stage walk with a perfectly normal gait,so often adopt exaggerated, 
short,rapid steps when they play the roles of elderly women, asks Nathan, 
Journal LmericaneseOld time excitement of first nights was evidenced by 
Sobol, Journal American at Ondine debut. 


BRIT ISH THEATRE TV.,eLondon's theatre managers have agreed to televise excerpts 
from 18 current Viest End plays on BBC TV in 1954, Experience has proved that 
most shows which consent have inoreased their business as a result, "Stage" 
notes. British trade-paper is positive theatre and \V can work hend in hand 
and not always be considered deadly rivals. Neithur can -aplace the other, 
so the greatest benefit can be derived from one helping the other. 


COLIMN TIPSsegMothers of 4 stage children in The King and I slugged it out back- 
stage, reports Winchell.sseKim Hunter wil] ‘e,leco Deborah Kerr in Tea and 
Sympathy, hears Walker, 


PLAYWRIGHE IMPRESSIONS...First impressions of famous playwrights recalled by 
Morehouse, World Telegram & Sun, include: Moss Hart-a glib and enchanting 
conversationalist...Christopher Fry-a man of gentleness and charmeesSid- 


ney Kingsley-very hunan, direct and informative...Robert E Shefwood-a man 
who speaks his mind at an interview. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES..eYou don't go into this business for security, Kay Medford, 
featured in Lullaby, told Hawkins, WI&Se Actresa quit hit Almanac for current 
role. Critic is positive actress who gambled and won has come out cheadeses 
"Broadway Angels", which has 3000 stockholders who made 50¢ per share, has 
had & flops and 4 hits in its first season, ‘tice, Post discovered from 
Wallace Garland. Winners are Tea and Sympathy,Sabrina Fair,Ondine and road 
company of Moon Is Blue.Still to be tested are Girl in Pink Tights, Pajama Game. 
eeePhoenix Theatre producers Norris Houghton and T. Edward Hambleton,will 
be content with a modest return on their time and resources,they told Cole- 
man,Mirror, 


' Pros & Cons by IMK ' 


A major reason there will only be 

a handful of Broadway shows available 
this summer, or any other summer, is 
the antique state of the air condit- 
ioning systems in most NYC showshops. 

-* NYC movie houses actually increase 
their business thanks to really “air 
sonditioned" houses,the legitimate 
theatre lets the dust take over, Cer- 
tainly the eost of installing better 
equipmem sould be repaid in a shor 
timee 


Bix Later 


"CD" Gift Coupon 


@RITICAL DIGEST- weekly digests NYC show 
Tickets, critics 
reports. DramA books,records,theatre on 
TV. Special summer features, Perfect 
gift for “stage struck." $10 year.$12.50 
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"The Ensemble" is the name of a new Bri. ay repetory company planned for 
next season by scene designers Harry Horner «:d Leo Kerz and playwright Joseph 
Kramm. A small Broadway theatre will be rented and a permanent company will be 
hired. Staff members, including 30 actors, will receive weekly salaries and & pro 
rata share of 25 per cent of the profits. Both new soripts and revivals will be 
presented. The group will make its own scenery. Maureen Step letoh, Eli Wallach, 


E.G. Marshall and Norman Lloyd are among those who have agreed to become perman- 
ent members of the groupe 


Peop le 


Richard Reich, stage doorman of the Broadhurst Theatre, has sold his psych- 
ological drama, The Tin Cup, to Rufus Phillips for Broadway production next year 
seetmerican Theatre ‘ling's Antoinette Perry Awards will be announced March 28 at 
the Grand Ballroom of Plaze Hotelees Julia Marlowe Memorial Exhibit is now on 
view at New Rochelle,NY, Public Library...eThe Lillian Russell Museum on the seodnd 
floor of Luchow's Restaurant,11 E 14,NYC..eEdith Meiser, The Magic and the Loss, 
is author of NY Herald Tribune comic strip "Sherlock Holmes."... Louis Jourdan, 
The Immoralist, will leave cast May 1. 


Other Broadways 


British actors have a better chance of finding employment in the theatre than 
American actors, a survey by British Actors Equity reveals, 40% of the English 
union actors make a "fair living". British Equity has 9000 members, while US actors 


group numbers 6000, Like their dmerican cousins ,Dritish actors must seek outside 
employment. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"& Child of the Century" is Ben Hecht's autobiography which Simon & Schuster 
will publish in MayJohn Effrat's "1954 Blueprint for Summer’ Theatre" will be pub- 
lished in May at 1545 Broadwayse.Leo Shull's "Summer Theatres" listing is avail- 


able at 155 W 46.»9.Edmund Wilson's plays will be published in may in a single vol- 
ume by Farrar,Straus & Youngs 


Theatre Film Notes 


"Carmen Jones" 
Preminger.séSam Go 
for "Guys end Doll 


_ Will be filmed in CinemaScope with an all negro cast by Otto 
idwyn has bi@ $1 million down payment and 10% of the film's gross 
s",eeJose Ferrer will direct ami star in "The Shrike" film, 


Theatre TV Notes 


Ethel Viaters appears daily on WNBT Tex & JinxseeDon Appel, Lullaby authot', to 
write CBS TV Red Buttons Show.ssRuth Draper TV show to be presented by Richard Bart 
and Charles Bowden, 
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